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Five Ingredient Design Recipes
Inspiration for your marketing materials

This guide is a resource that draws from over a quarter century of professional experience 
designing small business marketing materials for a wide variety of organizations. Each 

“recipe” consists of just five ingredients that will combine to give you a marketing “look” 
that will communicate effectively to the audience you’d like to reach.

Colors and typefaces are just a couple of the topics covered by Big Brand System products. 
To get support through every stage of marketing your business, check on the products in the 
Big Brand System store.

Five Simple Ingredients

The five ingredients you’ll find in each recipe are:

One ideal customer description

Two typefaces, one to use for blocks of text and one for headlines or accents.  
Recommended typefaces are all open source and free. 

Two main colors, plus two background tints, and one accent color. 

Know Your Ideal Customer

Before you begin any marketing effort, it’s important to spend time identifying the ideal 
customer you want to reach.

When you look through the recipes that follow, don’t think about which combinations you 
like best. Think about which combinations will appeal to the customer you want to reach.
 
If you’re not sure who your ideal customer 
is, check out the Ideal Customer Finder.

http://bigbrandsystem.com/store/
http://bigbrandsystem.com/store/
http://bigbrandsystem.com/icf
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How to Use the Recipes

1. Choose a recipe for your ideal customer.

2.   Download the typefaces and install them on your computer. 
 
Get the Mac fonts | Get the Windows fonts 
  
Directions are included in the Read Me text file bundled with the typefaces.

Use the headline typeface for headlines or short blocks of text.

Use the text typeface for long blocks of text. 

3.     Apply the colors. 
Color numbers are on the palettes below the color swatches. Plug in the RGB 
or Hex numbers to whatever program you’re using to create web graphics. Use 
the CMYK numbers if you’re creating something that will be printed. Either 
way, you’ll have an automatic palette that works beautifully. 
 
Use the two main colors prominently on your web page or print document.

Use the background tints for backgrounds. They’re light enough to use as 
a background behind type. 

Use the accent color sparingly wherever you want to add emphasis. You 
could use it for a headline or call out text you want to draw attention to, or 
as a small graphic element in your design.

Color palettes were assembled using the tools on the colourlovers.com website.  
Enjoy the (sometimes funny) color names!

Main Colors Background Tints Accent Color

C=80 M=43 Y=98 K=46 C=44 M=64 Y=75 K=41 C=17 M=26 Y=56 K=0 C=31 M=5 Y=54 K=0 C=65 M=100 Y=31 K=28

http://bigbrandsystem.com/store/
http://www.bigbrandsystem.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Mac_Fonts.zip
http://www.bigbrandsystem.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Windows_Fonts.zip


4BigBrandSystem.com

BIGBRAND
SYSTEM

One Recipe, Multiple Uses

Here’s an example of one design recipe being used multiple ways. 

(321) 555-1212
vintagefrocks.com

Greenfield Shopping Center
7324 Northwest Parkway
Centerville, MO  12345

Vintage Frocks

(321) 555-1212
vintagefrocks.com

Greenfield Shopping Center
7324 Northwest Parkway
Centerville, MO  12345

Vintage Frocks

(321) 555-1212
vintagefrocks.com

Greenfield Shopping Center
7324 Northwest Parkway
Centerville, MO  12345

Vintage Frocks

Sample Recipe 
Ideal Customer:

This recipe can be used to reach either women 

or men. It’s contemporary, with a nostalgic flair.

Typefaces:

The headline typeface is  

Honey Script Light
The text typeface is  

Bergamo 
Color Palette:

The two main colors are on the left. The next 

two colors are background tints. The last color 

is an accent: use sparingly.

Each recipe has a sample business card that gives you one idea for using the colors 
and typefaces. Use it as inspiration for you own design decisions to create website 
headers, ebooks, billboards, brochures: whatever you’d like!

C=67 M=46 Y=89 K=37 C=87 M=071 Y=33 K=17 C=28 M=13 Y=61 K=0 C=13 M=10 Y=37 K=0 C=28 M=94 Y=100 K=33

http://bigbrandsystem.com/store/
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Recipe 1: Arizona Highway 

Ideal Customer:

This recipe is great for businesses that focus on the outdoors, nature and wide open spaces. 

The colors are grounded in the environment. These colors and typefaces appeal to either 

women or men.

Typefaces:

 Headline typeface:  Dustismo Bold
 Text typeface:  Latin Modern Roman
Color Palette:

The two main colors are on the left. The next two colors are background tints. The last color is 

an accent: use sparingly.

(321) 555-1212
ezcarelandscaping.com

Green�eld Shopping Center
7324 Northwest Parkway
Centerville, MO  12345

E-Z Care Landscaping

Planning
Installation
Maintenance

Sample Card:

C=70 M=50 Y=88 K=56 C=70 M=30 Y=0 K=0 C=17 M=24 Y=43 K=0 C=45 M=29 Y=22 K=0 C=24 M=72 Y=85 K=13

http://bigbrandsystem.com/store/
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Recipe 2: Brown Around Town 

Ideal Customer:

This recipe is for upscale establishments. The deep, rich browns are punctuated by a zippy 

teal. This typeface and color combination are somewhat masculine but could be used to reach 

women depending on how the elements are applied.

Typefaces:

 Headline typeface:  Deja Vu Sans
 Text typeface:  Deja Vu Serif
Color Palette:

The two main colors are on the left. The next two colors are background tints. The last color is 

an accent: use sparingly.

(321) 555-1212
descansobar.com

Greenfield Shopping Center
7324 Northwest Parkway
Centerville, MO  12345

DESCANSO
BAR & RESTAURANT

Sample Card:

C=32 M=72 Y=100 K=31 C=88 M=49 Y=37 K=12 C=43 M=30 Y=34 K=0 C=17 M=23 Y=47 K=0 C=40 M=77 Y=90 K=57

http://bigbrandsystem.com/store/
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Recipe 3: Garden Serenity 

Ideal Customer:

Here’s a contemporary, environmentally-friendly combination of colors and typefaces that’s 

perfect for reaching a youthful market of either gender. The Aller typeface is a full family with a 

wide range of weights. The pop of orange helps liven up the greens and neutrals in the palette.

Typefaces:

 Headline typeface:  Aller Display
 Text typeface:  Aller Light
Color Palette:

The two main colors are on the left. The next two colors are background tints. The last color is 

an accent: use sparingly.

6
(321) 555-1212
greenclean.com

Greenfield Shopping Center
7324 Northwest Parkway
Centerville, MO  12345

Green Clean
Centerville’s Only Organic Dry Cleaner

Sample Card:

C=68 M=32 Y=100 K=17 C=44 M=6 Y=80 K=0 C=54 M=40 Y=31 K=2 C=8 M=2 Y=22 K=0 C=0 M=40 Y=76 K=0

Get Aller:
The Aller typeface license doesn’t allow me 

to distribute it with this report. It’s available 

for free, so if you like it, download it here: 

http://www.fontsquirrel.com/fonts/Aller

http://bigbrandsystem.com/store/
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Recipe 4: Autumn Hope 

Ideal Customer:

A cool wind blows, and there’s an air of mystery. Deep, dusty brown is paired with a velvety 

purple. Deep red provides an accent. The typeface features classic forms and is highly 

readable. This recipe will work well for discerning women, or lifestyle businesses like spas and 

salons, fashion or furniture stores.

Typefaces:

 Headline typeface:  Gentium Basic Bold
 Text typeface:  Gentium Basic Regular
Color Palette:

The two main colors are on the left. The next two colors are background tints. The last color is 

an accent: use sparingly.

(321) 555-1212
hercouture.com

Greenfield Shopping Center
7324 Northwest Parkway
Centerville, MO  12345

Her Couture



Sample Card:

C=58 M=66 Y=60 K=50 C=82 M=78 Y=27 K=11 C=38 M=43 Y=38 K=2 C=55 M=54 Y=16 K=0 C=25 M=88 Y=100 K=21

http://bigbrandsystem.com/store/
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Recipe 5: Jewel Tones

Ideal Customer:

This combination is all about contrast: the main colors are rich, and are paired with pale back-

ground tints. The headline typeface is bold, condensed and contemporary, and it’s combined 

with a text typeface based on classic forms. This mix works great for women or men, and is 

especially suited toward businesses with an eye for style.

Typefaces:

 Headline typeface:  Yanone Kaffeesatz Bold 

Text typeface:  Georgia Regular
Color Palette:

The two main colors are on the left. The next two colors are background tints. The last color is 

an accent: use sparingly.

(321) 555-1212
girlpowertutor.com

Greenfield Shopping Center
7324 Northwest Parkway
Centerville, MO  12345

GirlPOWERTutoring

Sample Card:

C=30 M=100 Y=47 K=13 C=100 M=90 Y=0 K=0 C=20 M=15 Y=15 K=0 C=5 M=9 Y=28 K=0 C=81 M=33 Y=100 K=25

http://bigbrandsystem.com/store/
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Recipe 6: Scout’s Honor 

Ideal Customer:

Trustworthy, dependable, with a heart of gold, these colors are there for your business when 

you need them. The Fontin typeface is a full family that’s available in both sans serif (for head-

lines) and serif (for text). It’s contemporary, yet eternal. Well suited for men, but could be used 

for a mixed target market, too.

Typefaces:

 Headline typeface:  Fontin Sans Bold
 Text typeface:  Fontin Regular
Color Palette:

The two main colors are on the left. The next two colors are background tints. The last color is 

an accent: use sparingly.

(321) 555-1212
jimmyjtractor.com

Greenfield Shopping Center
7324 Northwest Parkway
Centerville, MO  12345

Jimmy J’s 
TRACTOR WAREHOUSE

PARTS FROM ALL MAJOR MANUFACTURERS IN STOCK

Sample Card:

C=48 M=75 Y=78 K=67 C=42 M=62 Y=76 K=35 C=23 M=28 Y=50 K=0 C=11 M=30 Y=95 K=0 C=75 M=44 Y=11 K=0

http://bigbrandsystem.com/store/
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Recipe 7: Walk in the Woods 

Ideal Customer:

Mossy green and brown evoke the earth. A shot of purple looks like a flower you stumbled 

upon. In combination with a script headline and a clean, modern text font, these colors will 

communicate to an upscale audience of either gender that’s looking for quality products and 

services.

Typefaces:

 Headline typeface:  Garton Script
 Text typeface:  Arial Regular
Color Palette:

The two main colors are on the left. The next two colors are background tints. The last color is 

an accent: use sparingly.

(321) 555-1212
customcrafts.com
Greenfield Shopping Center
7324 Northwest Parkway
Centerville, MO  12345

C CCustomCrafts 
       HANDMADE TO ORDER

Sample Card:

C=80 M=43 Y=98 K=46 C=44 M=64 Y=75 K=41 C=17 M=26 Y=56 K=0 C=31 M=5 Y=54 K=0 C=65 M=100 Y=31 K=28

http://bigbrandsystem.com/store/
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Recipe 8: Dusky Naturals 

Ideal Customer:

The sun is setting, and all around you colors become less saturated, and more soothing. This 

recipe can be used to reach either women or men. It’s contemporary, with a nostalgic flair. 

Green and blue complement one another and red adds a touch of jazz.

Typefaces:

 Headline typeface:  Honey Script
 Text typeface:  Bergamo
Color Palette:

The two main colors are on the left. The next two colors are background tints. The last color is 

an accent: use sparingly.

(321) 555-1212
sofiacommunications.com

Greenfield Shopping Center
7324 Northwest Parkway
Centerville, MO  12345

Sofia Communications
Sample Card:

C=67 M=46 Y=89 K=37 C=87 M=071 Y=33 K=17 C=28 M=13 Y=61 K=0 C=13 M=10 Y=37 K=0 C=28 M=94 Y=100 K=33

http://bigbrandsystem.com/store/


13BigBrandSystem.com

BIGBRAND
SYSTEM

Recipe 9: Earth and Sky 

Ideal Customer:

If your company is in a conservative industry, this is your recipe. The typeface is a full family 

of weights, so it’s versatile enough to pull double duty as a headline and text font. The deep 

red-brown and soothing blues of the color palette lend an air of sophistication, and the dash of 

orange keeps things lively enough to appeal to both men and women. 

Typefaces:

 Headline typeface:  Gentium Basic Bold
 Text typeface:  Gentium Basic Regular
Color Palette:

The two main colors are on the left. The next two colors are background tints. The last color is 

an accent: use sparingly.

(321) 555-1212
thompsonfinancial.com
Greenfield Shopping Center
7324 Northwest Parkway
Centerville, MO  12345

Thompson Financial

Sample Card:

C=45 M=78 Y=86 K=67 C=100 M=77 Y=22 K=6 C=46 M=20 Y=6 K=0 C=18 M=26 Y=34 K=0 C=0 M=80 Y=100 K=0

http://bigbrandsystem.com/store/
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Recipe 10: Spring Day 

Ideal Customer:

Here’s a lively, youthful combination that is perfect for small businesses that want to reach 

out to a younger demographic. The colors are fresh-faced but not frivolous, and the typeface 

features modern, quirky – but readable – letter forms.

Typefaces:

 Headline typeface:  Steinem Bold
 Text typeface:  Steinem Roman
Color Palette:

The two main colors are on the left. The next two colors are background tints. The last color is 

an accent: use sparingly.

(321) 555-1212
go-fro-yo.com

FROZEN YOGURT TO GO
Greenfield Shopping Center
7324 Northwest Parkway
Centerville, MO  12345

Go-Fro-Yo

Sample Card:

C=6 M=98 Y=86 K=0 C=75 M=60 Y=17 K=0 C=20 M=30 Y=43 K=0 C=3 M=10 Y=42 K=0 C=38 M=42 Y=100 K=12

http://bigbrandsystem.com/store/
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Mix and Match

I hope you enjoyed these design recipes! I also hope you’ll do what I do when I’m  
consulting a recipe book: I mix and match ingredients based on what I have on  
hand, and what I want to make.

If your business already uses a specific color or typeface, feel free to be inspired by the 
recipes here and combine my suggestions with what you already have. 

Ready to get the help you need to grow your business with the powerful  
combination of strategic marketing and great design? 

Get the resources you need to find your ideal customer, and put together your  
marketing materials so they’re strategic, polished, and professional. 

Visit the Big Brand System store

Best wishes for your success,

Pamela Wilson
BIG BRAND SYSTEM

http://bigbrandsystem.com/store/
http://bigbrandsystem.com/store/

